1520RGANISAONS CALL ON GOVERNMENT TO PUT
CHILDREN AT THE HEART OF RECOVERY

The impact of the COWI® pandemic has been widespread, affecting the lives of every
baby, child ad young person in the countryhis generation of children face
unprecedented threatto their childhood and life chancesThey deserve an
unprecedented response

We call on the Prime Minister to announce tldiildrenwill join healthand theeconomyas
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Even before the onset of the crisis, child povevs risingschool budgets werander
pressure waiting lists for mental health services were unacceptably landservices
supporting families and protecting children from abuse and neglere at bre&ing point
stretched by rising need ameéducedgovernment funding

Now, they are also a generation over which COMDhreatens to cast its shadow for years
to come Our dildren are in a eerieworld, full of uncertainty.They do not know when they
can go back to school. They worry about when they can see friends and. fengiare
anxious about familfinances

We know this uncertainty and worry will lead to antyi@nd mental health problem&Ve

know closed schools will damage the educationtdiamentand life chancesf childreng

the poorest, the mostWe know Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities will be hit
the hardestWe know therds no certainty about when the crisis will end and when we can
see loved ones agailVe know there is morénancialhardship to come.

We are callingon the Governmento embrace a newision of childhood to support

children, young people and their families to recover from the impact of CQ¥IDhe

voices of children, young people arahfilies must be at the heart of the recoveapd
rebuildprocess, and there must be renewed investment in the services and workforce that
they rely on.

The Budget should be the start of a rescue, recovery and rebuild plan designedritisey
support and enable our children to thrivéVe need arambitious, radicaplan that willbe
transformational forthe generation of children growing up in2 R Imdd@ra Britain.

That will mean action and investment across Whitehall and in town, hadkiding funding
for early help serviceand public healthsupporting innovation and integrated working,
particularlywith charities dedicated financial support for childresupport forearly years
settingsand schoolsoattainment gains are protectedndunprecedentednvestment in
childNB ymerial health. This must beaccompaniedy a commitment to protecthildren
facingadditional challengedikethose with disabilities, asylum seekeebuse victimsnd
thosefrom minority communities.

We will cortinue to play our part. In the weeks ahead, many of us will share with ministers
and officiaé the key elements needed feuch arecovery plan.



The government, understandably, has so far focused on the immediate health and economic
consequences.
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childhoods being disrupted and life chances being derailed.
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